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��������	���	� What are Standards?

• Common Protocols, languages and terminology
• Who speaks first, and how, and when. 
• Descriptions and definitions that all parties agree to use. 
• Common definition of data
• This is a name, this is an address, this is a date, this is a time 

zone, etc.
• A Way to make things work together

• What do software standards try to solve?
• Interoperability, portability, data exchange

Here are some common standards you may (or may not) recognize:
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Some Key Standards Bodies
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��������	���	� Internet Governing Bodies
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The IETF

�	���$�&�	�����������
����������
��	�������������������
�
������������������
�0���
	��������0�
	����
����
������
�������
���

�
���������1����������������
���
����0���
	�����������0�

��	���������/�����������������/�����������������
����
��
����
��������
���
��
�������������
�����������
��������
���������0������������/�������.��2������������
	��2���
��
���������
� )����������������
��������������������������
����
�
�
���������

�  ����������������������������
����
>)��0
����������

�����
� A��2������������
�
���������������������������
� �0
�����
����
>)��0
��������0�������������	�����������
��	�������
	�������/����/���	��������1���
��0���������
��
:�&��;��

� �&������/������������������
��������������/����/���	���
�����0����
�������������
���/��
�������
�����
�����
����������������?�������
����
�������



� �������	
���

����	��������������������	��������������
��������������	
�����������

�����������������������������

�����������	����
���������


��������������������������	

�
�������������������������

���������	����
�����������


��������	���	� Now Let’s Talk Calendars
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Calendar Examples – Part 1

a]   A doctor wishes to keep track of all his appointments.

Need: Read and manipulate one's own calendar with only one CUA.

b]    A busy musician wants to maintain her schedule on an internet-
based agenda which she can access from anywhere.

Need: Read and manipulate one's own calendar.

c)   A software development team wants to share agenda information  
using a group scheduling tool to more effectively schedule their time.

Need: Share calendar information using the same calendar service.

d]   A teacher wants his students to be able to book time slot during his 
office hours.

Need: Schedule calendar events and todos using  the same calendar 
service.
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��������	���	� Calendar Examples – Part 2

e] A movie theatre wants to publish its schedule so that 
prospective customers can easily access it.

Need: Share calendar information using other calendar services, 
possibly from different vendors.

f] A social club wants to be able to organize events more  
effectively by booking time with its members.

Need: Schedule calendar events and todos using other calendar 
services, possibly from different vendors.

g) A corporation merges with another organization. Both have 
different calendar and scheduling systems but the organization 
does not have time to “merge” the two systems.

Need: The ability to interoperate between two calendar systems
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��������	���	� OK,  Now What?
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Calendar Standards and Drafts Today
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Comparing Calendar to Email Standards
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Who Needs Calendar Standards?

� Anyone wanting to share their calendar with others

� Anyone wanting to schedule meetings within and without their 
organization

� Anyone wanting to schedule having an appliance repaired or 
getting milk delivered every Monday

� Anyone wanting to schedule Just in Time delivery of parts

� Anyone wanting to have calendar entries and alarms sent to 
their phone and handheld devices

� Anyone who wants to stay on time.

� EVERYONE!


